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AOG’S NEW NATIONAL LEADER
preached a rousing message to the newly 
accredited ministers at this year’s ministe-
rial accreditation service.

John Partington then followed it up 
with an inspiring address to the graduates 
at Mattersey Hall’s graduation ceremony. 

Speaking to the ministers, John said 
that although the spiritual forecast for 

Europe was bleak, the ministers gaining 
status were part of the solution to the 
British Isles. 

‘I could not be more encouraged,’ the 
ebullient leader enthused, before proceed-
ing to declare that this was more than a 
mere accreditation service. ‘It’s a corona-
tion service. He has made us to be kings 
and priests,’ he added. 

‘The result of being born again is that 
we have been born into royalty. You are 
to live as kings and queens, not paupers. 
I want to say to you today, “King! Queen! 
Take up your rightful place.”’ 

Quoting Romans 5:17, John encour-
aged the enthusiastic crowd to ‘reign in 
life now’. He went on to identify three 
keys to living this victorious life, before 

challenging the new ministers not only to 
live at this level, but to lead others to it. 

John Andrews opened the service 
before a band made up of current students 
at Mattersey led worship. 

After John Partington had ministered, 
he presented a certificate to each minister 
and read the gospel charge. Ministers 
transferring status from other countries 

were introduced and hands were laid on 
the new ministers. The service closed 
with worship and prayer. 

The graduation ceremony then took 
place in the same marquee, erected in 
Mattersey’s beautiful gardens.

After the grand entrance procession, 
Paul Alexander, the college’s principal, 
welcomed everyone and handed over to 

Chancellor David Shearman, who opened 
the service in prayer. 

David stressed the importance of the 
college’s health referring to 1 Samuel 3. 
He explained that when the word of the 
Lord is rare, there is a lack of vision and 
God’s counsel is silent, leading to sin 
among the people. ‘The word of God is 
being taken care of here,’ he asserted. 

HATS OFF TO THE GRADUATES
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JOHN MOSEY IS DREAMING. HE’S 
on the motorway in his car, trying to catch 
up with a Boeing 747 to tell those on board 
that there’s a bomb on the plane. But he’s 
too late and the Jumbo jet explodes.

And when the retired AoG Minister 
wakes up from his nightmare, it is to face 
the fact that his 19-year-old daughter, 
Helga, was killed in the 1988 Lockerbie 
Disaster, when terrorists blew up the plane 
she was on. 

The nightmares stopped a long time 
ago, but rather than letting this event de-
stroy his life, the father-of-two has spoken 
to the man held responsible for this atroc-
ity – and told him that he is forgiven.

Now, as the bomber appeals his sen-

tence, John, 69, and his wife Lisa, 71, have 
to face the fact that they may never know 
the truth about who was behind the plot.

John was present at the original trial 
in 2001 in Holland where two men were 
charged with the bombing, but only 
Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al-Megrahi was 
convicted.

‘I went there with an open mind but, as 
the trial proceeded, it became clear to me 
that according to the evidence in court, 
even if they were as guilty as anything, the 
evidence wasn’t showing it,’ remembers 
John. ‘There was more than a reasonable 
doubt. I came away feeling very much that 
there was a political fix going on.’

Of the two men on trial, one was 

acquitted and Megrahi, now 57, and suf-
fering from a terminal illness was found 
guilty.

Although John had already dealt with 
the issue of forgiveness from the very be-
ginning, he needed to know the truth. 

‘I had no personal option but to for-
give,’ says John. ‘If we don’t forgive others 
then our heavenly Father won’t forgive 
us, but after the trial I couldn’t find peace 
because I didn’t think this man was guilty. 
We needed to know who did it so we knew 
who to forgive.’

Five days after the atrocity, John was 
sitting at Helga’s desk in the attic room of 
their house. 

‘It was very early morning and I was 

thinking about the American relatives I 
had seen on TV screaming for blood,’ re-
members John. ‘I remember saying to God, 
“I can’t do that, if I want revenge an eye 
for an eye, I make myself no better than 
the terrorists. But I’ve got to do something. 
I want to win.”

‘As I sat praying, looking at her things, 
my mind went to a verse in the Bible from 
Paul’s letter to the church in Rome (Ro-
mans 12:21), “Don’t be overcome by evil 
but overcome evil by doing good.” And I 
knew that was how I would win.

‘I realised that perhaps we would never 
know who carried this out but I knew that 
we had to do something to bring good out 
of this evil.’

John and Lisa started to look at what 
they could do to turn the situation around.

‘At Helga’s funeral, money was given 
and some time later a charity was set up in 
her name,’ says John. ‘We were able to set 
up a home in the Philippines for abused 
and abandoned children. Something good 
came out of this evil.

‘When we go to the home in the Phil-
ippines and we see these kids, we know 
that some of these children would be dead 
today if our daughter was alive, and again I 
remember Romans 12:21. 

‘The money raised through Helga’s 
charity has helped us to help some of the 

world’s most disadvantaged children. We’re 
grateful to God for the opportunity to do 
these things.’

Money raised through the charity also 
financed the building of a home in India 
for destitute girls.

And the Moseys thank God for help-
ing them over the years.

‘Looking back over the past 21 years, 
I have to say that God has most marvel-
lously and wonderfully helped us,’ says 
John. ‘It’s a situation that couldn’t be 
changed. We are on a journey that hasn’t 
always been easy, but always, there are the 
wonderful promises of God.

‘God had to come and suffer so that 
we could be set free. He lost his son, so he 
understands.’

But John and his wife still want to 
know the truth about who was behind the 
bombing. 

‘Maybe we will never know, but my 
feeling is that this man who is in prison in 
Scotland is not guilty. It would help us to 
know who is responsible so that our for-
giveness could be personalised,’ says John.

Two years ago, John got the chance 
to speak to the man the courts said was 
responsible for the death of his daughter.

‘I’d tried to visit him but they wouldn’t 
let me so instead a phone call was ar-
ranged,’ says John. ‘I’d looked at this man 

every day in court over the ten month 
trial. By this time, I was about 85 per cent 
sure that he wasn’t guilty.

‘He told me he’d seen me in court and 
my TV interviews. He thanked me for my 
compassionate attitude. We talked about 
God. Although he was a Muslim he told 
me that he was reading the Bible.

‘I told him of my doubts regarding his 
guilt and then I said, “I might be wrong 
because only you and God know the truth, 
so I want you to know that even if you are 
guilty, as far as we’re concerned, you’re 
forgiven. We hate what you’ve done but 
you’re forgiven and we’re praying that God 
will bless you.”

‘He thanked me and the conversation 
ended. I often think about the insanity of 
grace, that God should come and forgive 
someone like me by dying on the cross 
in human form. It doesn’t make sense. 
Humanly speaking it’s foolish.

‘So how can we not forgive when we’ve 
been forgiven so much?’

As we go to press, John is attending 
Megrahi’s appeal in the High Court in 
Edinburgh hoping that he will find out the 
truth about his daughter’s death.

‘I don’t think that there is such a thing 
as closure,’ says John. ‘But we can hope 
for political closure when justice has been 
done.’

GOOD THAT CAME 
OUT OF THIS EVIL

Retired AoG minister John Mosey lost his daughter in the Lockerbie 
Disaster. Since then, he has been determined to ensure good came from 
the atrocity... including contacting the convicted bomber to forgive him

NOTES

John Mosey and daughter Helga. The Children’s Home in the Philippines funded by a charity set up in Helga’s memory
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An AoG couple whose second child was born with a rare 
condition and who lost their third child to cot death, speak of 
their joy at having their prayers answered with the arrival of Micah

AS ShARon And mARTin BEll  
took their new baby to the front of the 
church to be dedicated, a hush came over 
the congregation. it was an especially 
emotional moment because the Bells had 
recently lost a baby. But now God had 
blessed them with baby micah and the 
couple were praising God for their ‘miracle 
child’.

Sharon and her husband were no 
strangers to heartbreak after their second 
son, Samuel, was born with hirschsprung’s 
disease, a rare intestinal condition, in 
September 1998.

‘When Samuel was born they only 
gave him three months to live,’ remembers 
Sharon. ‘he went into the special baby 
unit when he was six hours old. he was 
vomiting bile and within 24 hours he was 
transferred to the children’s hospital in 
Glasgow.’

This was to mark the beginning of a 
year spent in hospital for the mum-of-four.

‘our eldest son, martin, was five when 
Samuel was born. it was hard because we 
practically lived at the hospital,’ says Sha-
ron, 36. ‘We were totally devastated when 
doctors told us he would only live for three 
months. They told us he would never eat. 
We got on the phone to everyone we knew 
to ask them to pray for Samuel.’

The couple didn’t give up hope.
‘We decided that we were going to 

live every moment for what it was,’ says 
Sharon.

And the family’s attitude was con-
tagious. ‘Samuel used to smile all the 
time, even when he was hooked up to iV 

machines for 20 hours a day,’ remembers 
Sharon. At three days old, Samuel had his 
first operation and the Bells found solace 
in prayer.

‘After he went down for his surgery, we 
would go down to the chapel and pray.’

And God answered their prayers 
because as the months and years went on, 
Samuel defied doctors by living life to the 
full.

‘i cried on his first birthday because 
i never thought we would get there,’ says 
Sharon. ‘his life is a constant struggle 
every day, even though he’s now 10. he 
has to wear a colostomy bag and be fed 
through an iV line for 18 hours a day but 
he goes to the local primary school and 
never complains. he has blessed so many 
children. he has won Scotland’s youngest 
hero award and has got to touch people’s 
lives who aren’t Christians.

‘We get the chance to tell people that 
the reason Samuel is here today is through 

prayer. We know that if it wasn’t for the 
lord, we wouldn’t have him here today. 
doctors have told us that he’s a miracle 
and they don’t know why he’s here today.’

The Bells waited years before their 
thoughts turned to having another baby 
and Savannah was born on the 31st Janu-
ary 2007.

‘We waited so long because we didn’t 
know if Samuel was going to live,’ says 
Sharon. ‘during the pregnancy i was 
scanned every two weeks in case she had 
Samuel’s condition.’

At Sharon’s 16-week scan, doctors told 
her that her baby had downs Syndrome.

‘At first we were upset,’ says Sharon. 
‘But it was fine because no matter what, 
she was our baby. i was more worried 
that she would be born with Samuel’s 
condition.’

And ten days after Savannah was 
born, Sharon’s fears were confirmed 
when baby Savannah was diagnosed with 
hirschsprung’s.

‘This time the doctors were optimistic,’ 
says Sharon. ‘They were able to remove 
the bad part of the bowel and told us that 
she was able to eat.’

But the couple went through a time 
where they questioned what was happen-
ing to them.

‘There were times when we felt down,’ 
says Sharon. ‘i remember thinking, “This 
can’t happen to us again.” But then we 
realised that God had given us a special 
gift in Savannah. 

‘“God must think we’re really special 
to give us two special gifts, Samuel and 

Savannah,” i told my husband martin.’
The couple clung to their Christian 

faith. ‘We were depending on God to get 
us through,’ remembers Sharon. ‘i don’t 
know how we’d have coped if we weren’t 
Christians.’

When Savannah was six weeks old, 
the Bells took their new baby home.

‘it was hard because we had two chil-
dren at home on different machines, but 
she was such as an angel,’ says Sharon.

But tragedy was to hit the family when 
three weeks later Savannah died of cot 
death. The couple were to need their faith 
now more than ever.

‘When it first happened we were ask-
ing “Why?”,’ says Sharon. ‘But we held 
on to the fact that we knew she’d gone 
to heaven. We knew she was at peace. i 
realised that you’re not a bad Christian 
for being sad because it’s natural to miss 
your baby. But i know that she’s in a better 
place.’

And Sharon found comfort in the 
scriptures. ‘one verse that helped me 
through those times is Philippians 4:13, 
“i can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” i really needed Christ’s 
help during that time,’ she says. ‘We know 
that we’re going to see Savannah again 
and then all the tears that we’ve shed will 
be gone.’

The couple’s thoughts turned to hav-
ing another baby. ‘it wasn’t to fill her place 
but we’d waited so long for her that we 
decided to try again,’ explains Sharon.

Sharon had prayer every day of her 
fourth pregnancy and on the 7th october 
2008, a perfectly healthy baby micah was 
born weighing 7lb 7oz.

‘micah’s verse is Psalm 139:14 where it 
talks about, “…being fearfully and wonder-
fully made,” because he’s perfect,’ says 
Sharon. ‘he’s our gift from heaven, our 
miracle child. micah means in the image 
of God. We had his name before he was 
born because we knew that he would be 
perfect like God.’

At micah’s dedication, the couple’s 
church, the Victory Christian Centre in 
Glasgow was full and overflowing.

‘About 250 people showed up,’ says 
Sharon. ‘So many of them weren’t Chris-
tians and it was a really special chance for 
people to see what a Christian is.’

he’s our Gift 
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How baby Micah is an answer  
to prayer for one couple

6

Meet the graduates from Mattersey 
in a our six-page news feature

The purpose of Assemblies of God is to give 
every man, woman and child the opportunity 
of understanding  the Gospel and to provide 
a church where they can grow and develop in 
ministry for the glory of God.

Joy is the official 
magazine of 
Assemblies of God

Published by Assemblies of God Incorporated,  
PO Box 7634, Nottingham, NG11 6ZY.  
Tel: 0115 921 7272 Email: info@aog.org.uk.
Publishing agents: New Life Publishing
www.newlifepublishing.co.uk/joy
Write to: Joy Magazine, PO Box 777, 
Nottingham, NG11 6ZZ, England. 
Tel: 0115 824 0777
Email: editor@newlife.co.uk  
or for sales, orders@newlife.co.uk

All content is copyright and must not be 
reproduced without prior written permission. 
Printed by Buxton Press, Palace Road, Buxton, 
Derbyshire, SK17 6AE.
The acceptance of advertising does not indicate 
editorial endorsement, and articles published 
do not necessarily reflect the official position of 
Assemblies of God.
Submitted articles are subject to editing. By 
sending articles you accept this to be the case.

Church Joy representatives: Please advise any 
alterations to orders before 10th of the month.
Back copies: Previous issues are available while 
stocks last, at cover price plus £1.00 handling 
charge, incl. p&p, per order. Editor in Chief: John Partington


