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THE UK NEEDS TO GET READY – 
Reggie Dabbs is back! The funny, yet 
challenging Christian communicator 
is touring Britain’s high schools again, 
hoping that thousands of young people 
will respond to the Gospel. 

The American’s amazing way of 
telling stories and captivating young 
audiences led him to appearing in front 
of more than one million teenagers last 
year. 

In 2008, Reggie came to the UK, 
where he witnessed 1,000 people make 
decisions to follow Jesus after holding 
assemblies in schools and evangelism 
rallies at churches. 

This year, he’s back, believing God 
for bigger results. The Respect Tour, 
organised by Assemblies of God’s Youth 

Department Youth Alive, is being held 
from 21st February until 7th March. 

Joy magazine spoke to Reggie, who 
says his passion still remains to reach 
every high school in Britain with the 
Gospel.

‘I’m hoping this tour goes as well as 
the last two tours,’ adds Reggie. ‘I want 
to show the schoolkids of Great Brit-
ain that no matter what they’re going 
through there is hope. The aim is that 
they then come to the evening events 
and I can introduce them to faith in 
Christ.

‘I love England so much. I’ll be here 
three times this year so I might as well 
get dual citizenship! I want to reach eve-
ry school in Britain and unless Christ 
returns I believe we can do it! There 

are some great people 
in the UK – they’re 
like my Great Brit-
ish brothers who are 
tagging along with me 
when I do the schools. 
They’re seeing how I do 
things, and I hope they 
can do the same when 
I’m elsewhere.’

The tour begins in 
the south of England on 
21st February, although the 
venue is yet to be confirmed. 
It will then move to Kent (23rd 
Feb), London (24th Feb), East 
London (25th Feb), Bristol (26th 
Feb), Gloucester (27th Feb) and 
the Midlands (28th Feb). Mov-
ing into March, the team will 
travel to Manchester (2nd March), 
Burnley (3rd March), Bolton (4th 
March), before finishing the tour 
in North Wales (5th March) and 
South Wales (6th March).

Youth Alive Director Glyn 
Barrett, senior pastor of Auda-
cious City Church in Man-
chester, said the team were 
praying and believing God for 
1,500 decisions for Christ. 

He says, ‘I believe for 
a great response to what 
Reggie is going to say. Reg-

ALMOST 250 CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
workers attended a leadership conference 
in Manchester recently.

Youth Alive’s two-day/three-night 
conference ‘Confluence’ attracted youth 
workers from all parts of the UK. Guest 
speakers at the latest event, held at Auda-
cious City Church, were Russell Evans 
from Planetshakers and Steve Gambill 

from Abundant Life Church in Bradford. 
Youth Alive’s Glyn Barrett and Stuart 
Keir also spokes.

Glyn said, ‘It was a great time of lead-
ership development and impartation. The 
feedback says it was the best Confluence 
conference ever. It’s vital for leaders to 
keep building themselves up and develop-
ing into better, more equipped leaders.’

‘BEST EVER’ CONFERENCE

Reggie Dabbs, the man dubbed the world’s greatest 
youth evangelist is back in Britain this year, believing 
God for thousands of young Christian converts.  
Joy magazine reports 

IT’S THE HIGH 
SCHOOL GOSPEL!

gie has told me he wants to come to 
every secondary school in Britain and I 
want to have a good go at making that 
possible. 

‘We will go into schools, giving out 
free invites to the night events which 
will be purely evangelistic rallies where 
people will come on the back of hear-
ing Reggie at their school.’

Glyn says Reggie will be back in 
May, and then again in November as 
part of his four-week commitment to 
the UK throughout 2009.

‘Reggie has a great relationship 
with us at Youth Alive now, and we 
want to build on that in 2009. 

‘It’s not just about getting into 

schools, but it’s about getting into 
schools where there’s a nearby church 
that has the capacity to deal with we 
are believing God for.

‘Youth Alive is all about the lost 
and about empowering local youth 
groups to see people get saved. It’s 
about the local church, and it’s impor-
tant we show our intent by supporting 
AoG churches and bringing in the best 
youth communicator and evangelist in 
the world,’ he adds.

Glyn says despite obvious escalat-
ing national issues, such as knife and 
gun crime, God was raising up a strong 
army of young Christians in the UK. 

‘There are pockets of moves of 
God all over the country where young 
people are being added to youth 
groups and youth leaders and churches 
are seeing the importance of youth 
ministry.’

‘I love England so 
much. I’ll be here 
three times this year 
so I might as well get 
dual citizenship! I 
want to reach every 
school in Britain’

IT’S BY NO MEANS A POPULAR 
topic, but it’s good for the church 
and for all Christians to regularly 
check their levels of holiness. 

The problem occurs when we put 
holiness and legalism in the same 
box, but the two are very different. 
I hear shocking reports of preachers 
using coarse language and telling 
rude jokes in their sermons, but the 
bottom line is that this has to stop. 

Preachers do this because they 
are trying to avoid religion and 
legalism, but we have to be honest 
with ourselves and admit that this 
can’t happen. The Bible clearly tells 
us that we can’t be doing this. 

In my own life, I’ve been 
challenged about the movies that I 
allow myself to watch. 
I’ve downloaded 
movies to my laptop 
but have had to 
turn them off as 
soon as I’ve heard bad 
language. I don’t need ‘the f-word’ in 
my mind, so why watch a film that 
contains it?

If you’re ever watching a film and 
are thinking, ‘I’m glad my wife or 
children aren’t watching this’, then 
you’ve crossed the line. Turn it off 
and throw it away, even if it’s cost 
you a few pounds. 

If we were to bring our 
grandparents back today and show 
them what we allowed in our lives, 
they would be outraged and pray for 
us. It’s these old levels of holiness 
that we need to bring back to church 
today.

The old Pentecostals would be 
shocked that the church has slipped 
so far away from a holy life. 

As we enter 2009, make special 
efforts to live holy and to be like 
Jesus. Don’t tell smutty jokes and 
swear on your pulpits, but clean up 
your life.

Ken Gott
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MINE EYES 
HAVE SEEN 
THE GLORY!

Once you have a vision for your 
church, it’s vital that you pass it on 
through your words and actions, 
says Grayson Jones

MY FIRST 
CONVERT

IT WAS 1950, I WAS 18 
years old, and I went to an 
interview for a job at a farm 
in Rossington, near Don-
caster. The farm foreman 

had three daughters, and it’s 
fair to say the youngest one, 

Joan, took a shine to me as I strolled on 
the premises with my friend John that day. 
She found out we were Christians, and 
was initially a bit concerned about it, but 
over the weeks and months we had several 
conversations about our faith and Jesus.

The following Easter, in 1951, Joan was 
one of three people I invited to the Easter 
Convention at the Pentecostal church I 
attended in Rotherham. They all loved the 
services, saying they were electric and dy-
namic. Joan continued to attend the meet-
ings; although she wasn’t yet a Christian, 
we began to develop a relationship.

Then, in the July, we went to an evan-
gelistic meeting in Doncaster where the 

guest evangelist had been healed of fi ve 
cancers in the bowel. Joan was impressed, 
but still didn’t make a response. 

I felt challenged in my heart, so after 
the meeting I told her that I felt she had to 
give her life to Christ or our relationship 
couldn’t continue.

She said she felt she could never be 
like me, but I told her it wasn’t about 
me, but about Christ. I then led her to 
the Lord and she said the sinner’s prayer 
with me. Joan’s life was instantly turned 
around, and we married in 1954. Not 
many people can say they led their sweet-
heart to Christ!

Together we have led many people to 
the Lord as a couple. We now have three 
children and nine grandchildren, so chal-
lenging Joan that night was certainly one 
of the best decisions of my life.

Ernest Anderson

‘Not many people 
can say they led their 
sweetheart to Christ’

IN HABAKKUK 2:1-2 WE READ, ‘I 
will stand at my watch and station myself 
on the ramparts; I will look to see what 
he will say to me. Write down the revela-
tion and make it plain on tablets so that a 
herald can run with it.’

From this passage of scripture we 
can see what God wants leaders to do in 
regards to getting a vision and then what 
we should do once we have it.

The leader receives the vision: ‘I will 
stand at my watch and station myself on 
the ramparts; I will look to see what he 
will say to me.’

There is much debate today about 
who gets the vision – whether it is a team 
of people, a special group, or just one 
person who is the leader. I believe that if 
churches are going to be able to transition 
effectively, then it will begin with one 
person getting a vision of what the church 
should look like in the future.

It has to begin with a person, as a vi-
sion is not just something we hope for, but 
a conviction that is stamped on the inside 
of us. It is not just something we have, 
but something that we are. It becomes 

the driving force of our lives and not just 
something we subscribe to. 

Very often, people without a particu-
lar vision for a project or ministry can 
take it or leave it, but a person with a 
vision is consumed by it and will do eve-
rything to make it a reality. ‘Vision is the 
art of seeing things invisible’ (Jonathan 
Swift).

In going to Doncaster to lead the 
church we now pastor, both Del and I 
were very clear about what we saw for the 

church in the future. We knew what we 
liked and what we didn’t like. We also 
knew in our hearts that as the leaders 
we were going to have to live the vision 
before the people if they were going to 
allow us to bring the changes we needed 
to make. One of the problems that often 

happens in leaders is they see the results 
of vision in someone else’s life or min-
istry and want what they see without 
embracing God’s vision for themselves. 

For example, someone visits a 
church where people are functioning 
and serving in a certain way and says,
‘I want that in my church.’

So they go back to their own church, 
teach a series on it, talk about what they 
want and why people should serve this 
way, and so on, yet three months later 
everything is back as it was. Why? The 
reason is simple: you cannot share a vi-
sion that will consume and change oth-
ers that hasn’t consumed and changed 
you. 

The vision is written down: ‘Write 
down the revelation…’

Once we see where we want to go 
and what we believe the future should 
look like we then need to write it down. 
It is vital in the area of vision to do this, 
as it is the thing that we will need to 
keep coming back to in the months and 
years ahead. 

It is one thing to see where you want 
to go and what you want something to 
look like when you begin, but it is very 
easy in the middle of outworking it to 
make adjustments, changes or compro-

mises without realising it. If it is written 
down then it becomes a benchmark that 
everything is placed against.

When we fi rst went to Doncaster 
and took over the leadership of the 
church, one thing I spent many months 
on was sharing, teaching and training 
about what I saw for the church. This 
was not just talking about how big the 
church would be, but in the area of our 
values, ethos, culture and feel of the 
church. Out of this we developed our 
mission, vision and value statements 
that we embrace, uphold and outwork as 
a church. 

The vision is communicated to others:   
‘and make it plain on tablets...’

It is one thing to have a vision as 
a leader, but if we are going to lead 
change in our churches then we have to 
communicate the vision to others. This 
means casting the vision so that others 
can see what we see. 

Very often leaders stand at the front 
of the church, make a few statements 
about what they see and where they 
want to go, and that is the end of it. 
Then they wonder why people are not 
willing to go with them or change in 
the way they want them to change. 

It is vital that the leader receives the 

vision, writes it down, but then com-
municates the vision consistently in 
everything they do and say. Often, lead-
ers say they have a vision from God but 
then when challenged about something 
they say or do concerning the vision 
they give in and back down.

If we are going to see vision out-
worked then we have to get a conviction 
of what we want to see, and then stand 
confi dently against all opposition to see 
it fulfi lled.

Many leaders think the best place to 
communicate vision is from the pulpit, 
but I think it is in the day-to-day affairs 
of church life. For us, vision is com-
municated in the way we live as a staff, 
in the way we deal with challenges, 
and the way we handle issues. Vision is 
not something we simply hang on the 
wall and forget, but the reason why we 
do what we do. It is the motivation for 
every decision we make as a church.

‘It is vital that the leader 
receives the vision, writes 
it down, and communicates 
it in everything they do’

26
Grayson Jones urges leaders  
to pass on their vision to others

WHAT INSPIRED THIS ALBUM?
Erica: Well, it was time to make a new 
album.
Tina: It was just time to come out with 
something new, to give the world the new 
thing that God has given to us. Our evo-
lution, our experiences, our take on other 
people’s experiences, our relationship with 
God – all of these things inspired the new 
music. When you’re a musician and it’s 
your gift to make music you want to create 
and reinvent...
Erica: It’s like an inner clock that you 
have that lets you know it’s about time. 
Thankfully for us, we don’t go by the 
label’s demands that say, ‘It’s time to put 
out an album and it has to be done by this 
date.’ We’re blessed with the type of deal 
through my husband’s company, My Block 
Records, where we dictate when we fi nish 
and when we start and how everything 
fl ows. I’m very grateful for that because I 
know a lot of artists don’t have that luxu-
ry, and it defi nitely is a luxury because to 
be under pressure to do an entire album 
in under two months is not good at all. To 
have had time to do this is fantastic.

How long has this album taken to put 
together?
T: It has taken us a year and a half and 
it has never, ever taken us that long! But 
I think it was necessary because we have 
the most amazing body of work that we 

have ever put out. In order not to write 
what we had already written, or present 
in a way that had already been presented 
with just a slight twist, it took a little 
time.

Who is the album aimed at?
E: It’s meant to introduce Jesus to the 
secular audience who don’t believe in 
God, and then it’s meant to inspire those 
who are Christian. So it’s for everybody 
and I feel that’s who God’s given us as an 
audience. Our commission is to go into 

the highways and the hedges and compel 
people to come in, that’s what the scrip-
ture says. That means go everywhere, sing 
to everybody and tell them who he is, so 
in that respect we don’t have one specifi c 
audience.

What are you doing to reach non-
 Christian audiences?
T: We’re just going to be doing the music.
E: Going to different types of places, 

radio stations, events and just trying our 
best to reach people who aren’t necessarily 
the Mary Mary fan. We’ll start with our 
fan base and that’s what we’ve been doing, 
going to churches, reaching Christian 
organisations and letting them know our 
music is here but after that... world domi-
nation [laughs]! We’re going everywhere.
T: We will never, ever leave the church. 
We always want to make sure our people 
get our stuff fi rst, but we are going to go 
everywhere and sing this music. Wherever 
the music reaches when we open up our 
mouths and we sing the songs, whether 
that’s in the club, or if that’s in some 
festival that’s all non-Gospel, we’re going 
to make sure they get the Gospel [music] 
in us.

Back in 2000, ‘Shackles’ from your 
debut album took the UK charts by 
storm and went straight into the Top 10. 
Did you expect it to go that big?
E: Not that big. We had great expecta-
tions that we wanted it to reach, but to 
know some of the countries and some 
of the people the music has touched, it’s 
just amazing! We’ve heard from people in 
Israel, and then we’ve heard from people 
in jail who said it was the only thing that 
kept them sane until they got out.
T: There’s been all types of stories that 
we’ve heard, including a little girl in Alas-
ka who told us she was paralysed and she 

CONTRARY TO  
POPULAR BELIEF...
Gospel duo Mary Mary may have had a UK Top10 hit from their debut album, but 
the aim isn’t to be another pop band. In fact, the sisters are aiming to reach secular 
audiences with a clear Gospel message with their fourth album. They spoke to 
Sharon Gaisie about their latest project

‘Our commission is to 
go into the highways and 
the hedges and compel 
people to come in, that’s 
what the scripture says’

Erica (left) and Tina Campbell

could only move her feet when she heard 
‘Shackles’. God has done amazing things 
and it was far more than we expected.

Why do you think that track was able to 
break into the secular music industry in 
the way that it did?
T: I can never tell you that. If we knew 
the equation to a hit song, everyone would 
write 152 songs per album, but nobody 
knows the equation. For us it was com-
pletely organic and it was not contrived. 
When we wrote that song we just knew 
we wanted everyone to understand it. 
E: It’s a worldwide message. Who wants to 
be bound? Everybody has had a day when 
everything that could go wrong all went 
wrong at one time. A lot of times people 
listening to the song don’t realise that 

praising God is the pathway to victory. 
As they hear the song, they think, ‘I feel 
better! I feel lighter and I’m not as stressed 
as I was before.’ And that’s all God, it has 
nothing to do with us.

Do you hope that the new album can 
have the same effect?
E: I truly believe that it will, I believe 
‘Shackles’ was the beginning and God 
will do greater and bigger things if we al-
low him to be glorifi ed and used through 
what we do. We’re doing our best to yield 
totally and completely to God and he will 
get the glory, every ounce of it.

And moving on to your family life, 
you’re both wives and mothers, how do 
you balance those roles with touring?

E: Generally as I go through the security 
check to get on the aeroplane, I’m bawling 
and looking at pictures of my husband 
and daughter! I have a camera with little 
videos and pictures and I watch it all the 
time. It’s not easy at all, but I believe that 
God will give us the grace. 
T: I don’t think our daughters are han-
dling it so well right now.

In one word, where is your favourite 
place?
E: London
T: America.
 

 ‘The Sound’ is out now. Buy it from Christian 
music outlets and www.ilovemarymary.com 
and www.myspace.com/therealmarymary
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thing that God has given to us. Our evo-
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people’s experiences, our relationship with 
God – all of these things inspired the new 
music. When you’re a musician and it’s 
your gift to make music you want to create 
and reinvent...
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label’s demands that say, ‘It’s time to put 
out an album and it has to be done by this 
date.’ We’re blessed with the type of deal 
through my husband’s company, My Block 
Records, where we dictate when we fi nish 
and when we start and how everything 
fl ows. I’m very grateful for that because I 
know a lot of artists don’t have that luxu-
ry, and it defi nitely is a luxury because to 
be under pressure to do an entire album 
in under two months is not good at all. To 
have had time to do this is fantastic.

How long has this album taken to put 
together?
T: It has taken us a year and a half and 
it has never, ever taken us that long! But 
I think it was necessary because we have 
the most amazing body of work that we 

have ever put out. In order not to write 
what we had already written, or present 
in a way that had already been presented 
with just a slight twist, it took a little 
time.

Who is the album aimed at?
E: It’s meant to introduce Jesus to the 
secular audience who don’t believe in 
God, and then it’s meant to inspire those 
who are Christian. So it’s for everybody 
and I feel that’s who God’s given us as an 
audience. Our commission is to go into 

the highways and the hedges and compel 
people to come in, that’s what the scrip-
ture says. That means go everywhere, sing 
to everybody and tell them who he is, so 
in that respect we don’t have one specifi c 
audience.

What are you doing to reach non-
 Christian audiences?
T: We’re just going to be doing the music.
E: Going to different types of places, 

radio stations, events and just trying our 
best to reach people who aren’t necessarily 
the Mary Mary fan. We’ll start with our 
fan base and that’s what we’ve been doing, 
going to churches, reaching Christian 
organisations and letting them know our 
music is here but after that... world domi-
nation [laughs]! We’re going everywhere.
T: We will never, ever leave the church. 
We always want to make sure our people 
get our stuff fi rst, but we are going to go 
everywhere and sing this music. Wherever 
the music reaches when we open up our 
mouths and we sing the songs, whether 
that’s in the club, or if that’s in some 
festival that’s all non-Gospel, we’re going 
to make sure they get the Gospel [music] 
in us.

Back in 2000, ‘Shackles’ from your 
debut album took the UK charts by 
storm and went straight into the Top 10. 
Did you expect it to go that big?
E: Not that big. We had great expecta-
tions that we wanted it to reach, but to 
know some of the countries and some 
of the people the music has touched, it’s 
just amazing! We’ve heard from people in 
Israel, and then we’ve heard from people 
in jail who said it was the only thing that 
kept them sane until they got out.
T: There’s been all types of stories that 
we’ve heard, including a little girl in Alas-
ka who told us she was paralysed and she 
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go into the highways and 
the hedges and compel 
people to come in, that’s 
what the scripture says’
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could only move her feet when she heard 
‘Shackles’. God has done amazing things 
and it was far more than we expected.

Why do you think that track was able to 
break into the secular music industry in 
the way that it did?
T: I can never tell you that. If we knew 
the equation to a hit song, everyone would 
write 152 songs per album, but nobody 
knows the equation. For us it was com-
pletely organic and it was not contrived. 
When we wrote that song we just knew 
we wanted everyone to understand it. 
E: It’s a worldwide message. Who wants to 
be bound? Everybody has had a day when 
everything that could go wrong all went 
wrong at one time. A lot of times people 
listening to the song don’t realise that 

praising God is the pathway to victory. 
As they hear the song, they think, ‘I feel 
better! I feel lighter and I’m not as stressed 
as I was before.’ And that’s all God, it has 
nothing to do with us.

Do you hope that the new album can 
have the same effect?
E: I truly believe that it will, I believe 
‘Shackles’ was the beginning and God 
will do greater and bigger things if we al-
low him to be glorifi ed and used through 
what we do. We’re doing our best to yield 
totally and completely to God and he will 
get the glory, every ounce of it.

And moving on to your family life, 
you’re both wives and mothers, how do 
you balance those roles with touring?

E: Generally as I go through the security 
check to get on the aeroplane, I’m bawling 
and looking at pictures of my husband 
and daughter! I have a camera with little 
videos and pictures and I watch it all the 
time. It’s not easy at all, but I believe that 
God will give us the grace. 
T: I don’t think our daughters are han-
dling it so well right now.

In one word, where is your favourite 
place?
E: London
T: America.
 

 ‘The Sound’ is out now. Buy it from Christian 
music outlets and www.ilovemarymary.com 
and www.myspace.com/therealmarymary
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Mary Mary want to reach the 
secular market with gospel

8

Reggie Dabbs is back in Britain 
and tells Joy about his plans


